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Fellow Members & Apprentices, 

As the season and the hot temperatures start to wind down I hope everyone has an up-
beat calendar for the fall and we all see success in our events and programs that remain 
for 2011.  It is the time of year when we recognize those who have given over and above 
and this year’s awards slate was extensive.  I thank all the awards committee for their 
hard work in compiling all the information for us to vote on as I know the considerable 
amount of time they invested to present the great list of candidates for the awards .  

Congratulations go to many but I will personally congratulate Matt Molloy, the Golf Professional of the 
Year and Zach Hoefel the Assistant Professional of the Year.  I was fortunate to work closely with both 
of these gentlemen throughout the year and I am proud that they are our representatives for the ethics 
and integrity of the Golf Profession.   

I encourage everyone to attend the Awards Banquet where we will have a chance to congratulate all the 
award winners.  This year we will also have the first ever “Golf Summit” in conjunction with the awards. 
This summit will bring together, for the first time, the SCSPGA, SCAGA and RGGCSA for a day of meet-
ings, education, industry awareness and, of course, awards.  I encourage you to bring your employer to 
show them what we do as an industry and then see and hear what the award winners in all of New Mex-
ico golf have achieved.   This will be a great chance for members to get their first shot at MSR points so 
be sure to mark your calendars for Sunday, November 13th.  More information on this historic event is 
included in this newsletter. 

In mid August we had a very positive meeting for the Golf and Tourism Alliance and many of the initia-
tives will likely affect all of us as we work to increase golf throughout the state.  Some of the items dis-
cussed were regional “Golf Trails” and the use of a booking engine to give those who are interested in 
playing golf in New Mexico an avenue to actually book their golf and play our courses.  I encourage 
those who are not in the Alliance to join and those who are to stay in-touch and help the Alliance.  There 
is much we need to do in this area as an industry in New Mexico and the good news is that the upside 
for us is huge.  

One final thought for this month.  Junior Golf is incredibly important to this game and we as a section 
have scheduled some extra playing opportunities for our section juniors. Please encourage your juniors 
to look into these new fall events and I would also encourage each course to also host a fall junior pro-
gram to keep them playing and excited about the game.  The juniors of today will be supporting the 
game tomorrow! 

Until next time….Get out and PLAY! 

 Your Sun Country President, 

 

 

From the Desk of the President 

 

Grant Dalpes, PGA 



2011 SUN COUNTRY PGA AWARD WINNERS 

PGA Professional  
of the Year 

Matt Molloy, PGA 
Sandia Golf Club 

PGA Assistant  
Professional of the Year 

Zach Hoefel, PGA 
Twin Warriors Golf Club 

Jack Hardwick  
Teacher of the Year 

Todd Kersting, PGA 
Puerto del Sol Golf Course 

Horton Smith  
Award 

Pat Gavin, PGA 
NMSU PGM Program 

Bill Strausbaugh  
Award 

Roger Martinez, PGA 
Santa Ana Golf Club 

Marilea Bush  
Amateur of the Year 

Ronne Mercer 
President, SCAGA 

Merchandiser of the Year—
Private 

Mark Pelletier, PGA 
El Paso Country Club 

Junior Golf Leader  
of the Year 

James Williams, PGA 
Rio Mimbres Country Club 

Merchandiser of the Year—
Resort 

Matt Molloy, PGA 
Sandia Golf Club 

President’s  
Plaque 

Michael Singleton, PGA 
Lone Star Golf Course 

Merchandiser of the Year—
Public 

Eric Eggleston, PGA 
The Links at Sierra Blanca 

Salesperson  
of the Year 

Adam Kase, PGA, Titleist 
Shaun Haberstroh, TaylorMade 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
BOB MEIERING, PGA 



PGA Members & Apprentices, 

On behalf of the Sun Country Amateur Golf Association, Sun Country Section PGA and 
the Rio Grande Golf Course Superintendent’s Association, we would like to invite you to 
join us for the 2011 Sun Country Golf Summit.  The Golf Summit is a joint effort by all of 
the major golf entities in our region to foster cooperation and combine resources to 
grow and promote the game of golf in our region.  The event will be held on November 
13th, 2011 at the Hard Rock Resort and Convention Center, just south of Albuquerque, 
NM.   

Attached you will find a list of speakers as well as the proposed schedule of events dur-
ing the Summit.  The activities will be structured for the various stakeholders in our in-
dustry.   The Golf Summit program committee is working tirelessly to give each attendee 
an interesting and educational experience.   

We invite you to take advantage of this event to expand your knowledge and expertise 
as well as meet other golf decision makers in New Mexico and West Texas.  The event is 
being funded by a cooperative effort of the Sun Country Amateur Golf Association, Sun 
Country Section PGA, Rio Grande Golf Course Superintendent’s Association and the New 
Mexico Golf Tourism Alliance.   

We truly hope you invest your time into this endeavor and we ask that you save the date 
of November 13th on your calendar. If you have any questions regarding the event, please 
contact the Sun Country Golf House at (505) 897-0864. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Robb Stuart   Jeff Gates 

 

SUN COUNTRY GOLF SUMMIT 

Matthew Williams   Grant Dalpes  Ronne Mercer  
Executive Director  President   President 
Sun Country Golf House  Sun Country PGA  SCAGA 

Robb Stuart   Jeff Gates   Derek Gutierrez 
Executive Director President President 
RGGCSA RGGCSA New Mexico Golf Tourism Alliance 
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September 8 
 Jeff Roth, PGA 

September 9 
 Miguel Bautista 

September 10 
 Rogelio McFarlane, PGA 

September 12 
 Billy Moya Sr., PGA 
 Mark Sanders, PGA 

September 15 
 Ramon Valdez 

September 21 
 Ken Little, PGA 
 Matt Long, PGA 
 Christopher Nieto, PGA 
 Stephen Fey, PGA 

September 23 
 Manny Martinez, PGA 
 Randy Kahn, PGA 

September 26 
 Kenny Blake, PGA 

September 27 
 Ben Facio, PGA 

September 28 
 Paul Hinde, PGA 
 

Sun Country Birthdays 

Quarter-Century Club 
Congratulations Dave Brown on joining 

the PGA Quarter Century Club! 

Section Events & Pro-Ams 

Date Event Location To Enter  

Sept 7-8 Senior NM Open Isleta Eagle GC, Albuquerque www.nmopen.com 

Sept 12 Hard Rock Pro-Am Isleta Eage GC, Albuquerque Pro Shop: (505) 848-1900 

Sept 13-15 Santa Ana Star Casino NM Open Santa Ana GC, Santa Ana Pueblo www.nmopen.com 

Sept 23 Coyote del Malpais Pro-Am Coyote del Malpais GC,  Grants Pro Shop: (505) 285-5544 

Sept 26-27 SCSPGA Professional Champ. Las Campanas (Sunrise), Santa Fe www.suncountry.pga.com 

Oct 3 Lake Carlsbad Pro-Am Lake Carlsbad GC, Carlsbad Pro Shop: (575) 885-5444 

Oct 6 IMG Fall Classic Inn of the Mntn Gods, Mescalero Pro Shop: (575) 464-7941 

Oct 10 Pro-Assistant Team Champ. Towa GC, Santa Fe www.suncountry.pga.com 

Oct 17-18 The Pistolero Black Mesa GC, Espanola Pro Shop: (505) 747-8946 

UPCOMING EVENTS 



When you travel, check in at 
our partner hotel, La Quinta 

Inns & Suites. Use the promo 
code PGASUN and receive 

10% off your room rate 




